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bridging the gap between 
research, policy and practice



360˚
 

support for evidence- 
informed practice

•conferences
•workshops
•in-house delivery 



research findings need to be engaged with as 
part of active social processes, interpreted in 
local contexts, and integrated with current 
knowledge/experience

Davies and Powell (2010)







key issues identified through 
network exchange

social workers’ court reports

analysis and critical thinking



aims of evidence matters

To promote evidence-informed policy development to 
support social workers in making decisions in their work with 
families prior to court

to determine the appropriate use of research by social 
workers in cases reaching the family court

to increase the confidence and competence of social workers 
in the family court and thereby increase the confidence of 
colleagues across professions in social workers as experts

to produce guidance and tools to help social workers include 
reference to research from assessment through to plans 
presented to the family court 



outputs of evidence matters

handbook

tools and films

in house workshops

identified need for Change Project on 
analysis and critical thinking





Family Justice Review interim report 
(2011)
Judges increasingly do not trust assessments by local 
authorities. The commissioning of ever more expert 
reports is one result... This also affects the social 
workers, who lose confidence and can feel bullied by 
judges and advocates. 

Improving the skills of court social workers is also 
important. We have heard examples of courts and judges 
providing mock court experience and feedback and 
believe these examples are important and should be 
encouraged





key messages

engage early and sustain engagement to 
facilitate full collaboration between 
practitioners and researchers

evidence-informed resources deliver 
impact on practice
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