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research findings need to be engaged with as
part of active social processes, interpreted Iin
local contexts, and integrated with current
knowledge/experience

Davies and Powell (2010)
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key Issues identified through
network exchange

e soclal workers’ court reports
e analysis and critical thinking

EVIDENCE MATTERS

Socinl work expertise in the
family court %’ research in practice
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o Analysis and
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in Assessment
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e To promote evidence-informed policy development to
support social workers in making decisions in their work with
families prior to court |

e to determine the appropriate use of research by social
workers in cases reaching the family court

e to increase the confidence and competence of social workers
In the family court and thereby increase the confidence of
colleagues across professions in social workers as experts

e to produce guidance and tools to help social workers include
reference to research from assessment through to plans
presented to the family court
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outputs of evidence matters

e handbook
e tools and films

e In house workshops

e Identified need for Change Project on
analysis and critical thinking
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research in practice

supporting evidence-informed practice with children and families
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This topicis one that has been a
persistent concern in inquiries
inta child deaths and Serious
Case Reviews. This Change
Project explores the issues
around the analysis of often very
complex data found in social work
assessments, and looks at how
critical thinking and reflective
practice can he promoted mare
effectively.

\VWho it's for

Managers responsible for
improving practice around
assessments in their agency,
staff who are responsible for
strategy and policy developments
around assessments, staff who
have been involved in innovative
practice in improving the quality of
assessments in their agency,
social workers with a
commitment to broadening their
critical thinking skills.

Your Basketis
currently empty.

1. The core publication contains key research and practice messages
around analysis and critical thinking in assessment that form the hasis of
this package of materials.

Please let us know your thoughts on this resource here

2. The literature review was published in 2009 to help define the scope of
the project. It draws togetherideas from current literature about
assessment and the kind of thinking that is needed to support this
dimension of practice.

3. The briefing for practitioners contains a summary of the key messages
and practice recommendations about improving analysis within the
assessment process.

Please let us know your thoughts on this resource here

4. The briefing for supervisors containg a summary of the key messages
and practice recommendations about how to provide effective, reflective
supervision to improve critical thinking within your team and senvice.

Please let us know your thoughts on this resource here

5. The briefing for strategic leads contains a summary of the key
messages and practice recommendations about improving analytical
systems and processes at a strategic level.

Please let us know your thoughts on this resource here

6. The exercises are designed for individuals and teams to suppaort
analysis and critical thinking in assessment.

7. The training materials contain resources for delivering a warkshaop
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Judges increasingly do not trust assessments by local
authorities. The commissioning of ever more expert
reports is one result... This also affects the social
workers, who lose confidence and can feel bullied by
judges and advocates.

Improving the skills of court social workers is also

Important. We have heard examples of courts and judges
providing mock court experience and feedback and

believe these examples are important and should be
encouraged .I_E‘u'.IIIJEN{E MATTERS

Social work expertise in the

Colbeen Eccles. ond Micole Erlen
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Supporting your response to

%o 9 5

Family Justice Review = J
The Family Justice Review has focused attention once again on the need to
develop social workers’ professional expertise and court skills in order to
reduce delay and improve outcomes in public law cases in the family courts.
We have been working to support the social work profession since 1996, and have
developed a range of resources in collaboration with our network that address these
critical areas of practice. Our Partners benefit from a combination of services and ——
resources that provide a stable source of quality support at a time of significant change * N
for the sector. Click on links below to access: 'i
Evidence Matters: \
Resources tailored to address the issue of social work expertise in the family court skills: 1

» Evidence Matters Handbook Social work expertise in the family court|Eccles and Erlen 2008)

» Evidence Mafttars events on our 2011-12 Learning Programma

* In-house workshops on this topic — by arrangement with your Regional Lead
Analysis and Critical Thinking in Assessment:
Good analytical assessment is an essential foundation for robust court reports:

» Analysis and Critical Thinking resources (pilot wersion available on the website, final versions

forthcoming 2012)

+ Analysis and Critical Thinking events on the zo11-12 Learning Programme

* |n-house workshops on this topic — by arrangament with your Regional Lead
Parent and Baby Assessment Placement:
The Family Justice Review expresses concerns about the value of residential parenting assessments. This
bundle of resources will support practice and service development around parent and baby assessment
placement. More info on our websita.
Frontline series ——
These succinct briefings provide a concise source of evidence to support robust court reports ..-....J

* Child development

* Resilience in Children and Young Peopla ﬁ‘

« Attachmant (forthcoming 2011)
The review's proposals are intended to work in tandem with those of Eileen Munro. You can see For all other queries please contact: e: ask@rip.org.uk t: 01803 867692
our response to the Munro report here. www.rip.org.uk
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e engage early and sustain engagement to
facilitate full collaboration between
practitioners and researchers

e evidence-informed resources deliver
Impact on practice
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