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This paper will discuss the involvement of sociologists in the multidisciplinary biobank
project, ‘Generation Scotland’ www.generationscotland.org . From an early stage in
the genetic databases development, we have been involved in a public consultation
and public engagement stream of work that has run alongside the scientific
programme including the building of the research infrastructure. There have been two
distinct phases of research with stakeholders and wider publics and these have fed
into the wider scientific agenda and processes. This research has also contributed to
social scientific knowledge and debate around public engagement, trust, expertise
and policy solutions to public concerns. The paper will present the findings of the
different elements of this mixed method study and consider the overall contribution of
the sociologists and how we have tried to walk the line between co-option, critical
friendship and more over challenge.
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